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Okehampton Town Council 
Full Council Meeting 20th May 2024 

Meeting Report 
 

Date: 
 

13th May 2024 

Name: 
 

Emma James 

 
 
13. Community Governance Boundary Review – To consider an update in relation to 

the process for the boundary amendment, including the creation of a working group 
and a suggestion from Cllr Vachon, WDBC, that he facilitates a joint working group of 
the two councils. 

 
Most recent correspondence from WDBC on 20th April is as follows: 

We have discussed the ‘Financial and Administrative purposes’ line in the Terms of 
Reference with our legal team to try to gain clarity, but their view is that nothing can 
change Financially until the new Electoral arrangements are in place – obviously budget 
preparation and administrative planning can be worked on in advance of the ‘go live’ 
arrangements but nothing can be implemented until the Boundary has officially changed 
in May 2027. 

  

15. Okehampton Area Appraisal and Management Plan – To consider correspondence 
from WDBC in relation to the consultation and an invitation for two Councillors to work 
with them to review the draft document.  Councillors will need to be available during 
the day for a programme of dates to be received. 

 
I am writing in response to the initial comments your Council made in relation to the current 

CAAMP for Okehampton which is in draft form. In discussions with my director (Drew Powell) it 

has been decided that we would write to the Town Council to see if it would be possible for 

the Town Council to spare a couple of members to work with us to make improvements to the 

document. I have limited it to a couple of council members so as to reduce the potential for 

the meetings and discussions to become too unwieldy.  

 I would anticipate a few meetings between the two representatives and Karen to review a 

selection of sections of the document at each meeting.  

I have asked Karen to put together a programme of work based around the existing document. 

I will be in touch again once it has been established how many meetings will be required.  

 So the purpose of this email is to establish whether the Town Council would be interested in 

collaborating with the Borough Council on this and if so which representatives would you like 

to be involved. 

 
16. WDBC Public Space Protection Order Consultation – To consider a response to 

the consultation and the incorporation of a town wide PSPO in Okehampton as 
requested by the Police Neighbourhood Team Leader, see attached report.  The aim 
being to assist the policing of anti-social behaviour in relation to incidents linked to 
alcohol and the implementation of dispersal powers covering the town centre and retail 
areas. 
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Regarding the PSPO renewal in West Devon I would propose that for the towns of Okehampton and 

Tavistock that the following are considered. 

 Alcohol PSPO  

 It is the view of Devon and Cornwall Police that both towns would benefit from a town wide (that is 

the whole town as defined by parish maps) alcohol conditions as follows;  

• No person shall continue to consume alcohol, or anything which is reasonably believed to be 
alcohol, when asked to stop by an authorised officer who, in their view believe this would 
assist in preventing further anti-social behaviour, public nuisance or disorder 

• No person shall fail to surrender a vessel(s) of alcohol, sealed or unsealed, when requested 
by an authorised officer who, in their view believe this would assist in preventing further 
anti-social behaviour, public nuisance or disorder 

• Unless: a) he/she has an reasonable excuse for failing to do so or b) the area is subject to 
exemptions  

 This is to assist Devon & Cornwall Police to provide an effective and consistent response to anti-

social behaviour linked to alcohol across the entirety of the towns. The current alcohol PSPO in place 

in Tavistock is a prime example as to why it is ineffective to limit this prohibition to a small area. 

Where it is in place in the meadowlands park and has undoubtedly had a positive impact on alcohol 

related ASB, it has only displaced the issues out into other areas of the town. In particular in 

Tavistock’s case this has resulted in street drinkers now committing their behaviour in the town 

centre which has caused much upset among local residents and with business owners.  

Specifically for Okehampton this would be of benefit as the town is currently experiencing issues 

with a group of youths perpetrating ASB linked to alcohol, however this is not exclusively an issue of 

the town centre but has migrated out into residential areas.  

 Dispersal Powers 

 It is also the request of Devon and Cornwall Police for consideration to the implementation of 

dispersal powers to cover the town centres and retail areas.  

 Please refer to an example of this as written into North Devon’s PSPO enacted in January this year. 

This is a widely used condition to target anti social behaviour which isn’t always necessarily linked to 

alcohol. For example both Tavistock and Okehampton have had issues that have required Police 

intervention in regard to Street drinking and begging. It can also be used in relation to alcohol related 

ASB and provides Police with a strong tool to use in response to ASB.  

 Public Spaces Protection Order (PSPO) Anti-social Behaviour (northdevon.gov.uk) 

  

17.4 Rollover of funds from 2023/24 to 2024/25 Budget – To resolve to approve 
the rollover of funds in accordance with the report and as considered within the 
budget setting process for 2024/25. 

 
These rollovers have been agreed through budget setting process, however the internal 
auditor requires actual figures to be resolved. 
 

4140/202 Charter Hall Roof Replacement £6,737 

4150/201 General Maintenance Town Hall £2,115 

4150/202 General Maintenance Charter Hall £4,814 

4168/202 External Decoration £5,000 

 
 

https://www.northdevon.gov.uk/sites/default/files/2023-12/PSPO%20Anti-social%20Behaviour%2001.01.2024.pdf
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17. BT Phone Box Removal – To note that despite the Council’s objection the phone box 
at the junction of Station Road and Tors Road will be removed in September 2024. 

 

 
Further to previous correspondence regarding BT’s proposed removal of a telephone box 

within your Town WDBC have received confirmation that, despite WDBC’s objection to the 

proposed removal, the phone box in question does not meet BT’s criteria for retention and 

as a result it remains BT’s intention to remove the box. Attached are the details of how BT 

reached their decision.  

 However, when objecting to the removal of the box WDBC requested, should BT’s final 

decision be to continue with the removal, that additional time be granted for the Town 

Council to consider whether to adopt the box for a community use. Whilst WDBC is 

disappointed with BT’s decision to remove the box BT have agreed, in response to WDBC’s 

request, to retain the box in situ until 12th September 2024 to allow the Town Council the 

opportunity to adopt the box. Details of the adoption process can be found using the link 

below should this be something your Town Council is interested in.  

 Visit bt.com/adopt for more information. 

 
 

http://www.bt.com/adopt


Page 4 of 10 

19. 2023/24 Year End Reports and Audits 
19.1 End of Year Bank Reconciliation/Balance Sheet – To consider and approve 

the bank reconciliation/balance sheet for the year ended 31st March 2023. 
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19.2 Internal Audit Certificate and Report – To consider the 2023/24 year end 
certificate and report 
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19.3 AGAR Section 1 - Annual Governance Statement 2023/24 – To consider and 

resolve to approve the annual governance statement. 
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19.4 AGAR Section 2 - Accounting Statements 2023/24 – To consider and resolve 

to approve the accounting statements. 

 



Page 10 of 10 

 
 


